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kings of the Dekliau.* Seven years after the foundation of
Fort St. George, the poor Rajah of Chandragheri was com-
pelled to % before the advance of the Mussulmans, and to take
refuge in Mysore, leaving his territory in the Carnatic, inclu-
sive of the English settlement, in possession of the Mussulman
king of Golconda, the modern Hyderabad.

Meantime the English at Fort St. George began buying up
cottons and muslins, and selling looking glasses, knives, lead,
and crimson and green cloths after their usual fashion. To the
north of the Fort sprung up a large Native village of mud and
bamboo, which formed the nucleus of the modern Black town.
Immediately to the south was a little fishing village, where the
inhabitants had been fishing and making nets since the days of
Rama, and where they are fishing and making nets still, just
as they did ill days of yore, and utterly regardless of the world
around. Further to the south, about three or four miles from
the Fort; was the decaying Portuguese settlement of St. Thome;
whilst inland beyond the English territory were groups of native
villages, which still give their names to the now fashionable
quarters of the modern city of Madras. When the Eajah of
Ohandragheri fled into exile, the English obtained a fresh lease
from the Shah of Golconda on the old terms of 1200 pagodas
per annum; and also kept a Brahmin vakeel at the court, who
transacted all the business, and sent them all the news.

The interior of the Fort was arranged in a strictly commercial
style. There were some twenty soldiers, and a staff of civilians
in the old fashioned grades of apprentices, writers, factors, and
merchants. There was also a governor and a chaplain. All the

* The old Hindoo empire of Bijianagur, extended during the fifteenth cen-
tury over the greater part of Southern India, and thus nearly corresponded
to the present limits of the Madras Presidency. Its metropolis on the river
Toonibuddra was literally constructed of granite of the cyclopean style of
Blazonry; and ^ to this day the ruins are said to "be the finest in all India.
There is a continued succession of streets, intersected by aqueducts and paved
with granite, for a distance of three uiiies; whilst the temples, and other build-
iiigs^public and private, are on a colossal scale and of the purest style of Hindoo
architecture. The extent and grandeur of this city of the dead, are sufficient
to indicate the greatness of the old Hindoo sovereignties before the advent
of tlie Mussulmans, The Forts at Vellore and Chandragheri were built by
th^Bijianagur Ilajahs. Bam Rajah the last ruler was defeated in 1564 on the
plains of Tellicota by a confederacy of the four Mussulman Shahs oi* Ahmed-
auggur, Bejapoor, (Jolconda, smcTBeeder 5 and until within a comparatively
recent period his head was preserved in the city of Bejapoor.